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Partner Agency Feedback
Below, is feedback from directors of a few United Way partner agency organizations, regarding why United Way support is so important to their organization’s efforts. 

Please refer to our Annual Report for additional quotes from partner leadership.

Bethel House – Kristy Weinberg

“United Way grant support allows us to continue our operations, regardless of the outcome of fundraisers and individual donations.  This has been a difficult year for many, and the steady support of United Way has given us the confidence that we will be able to respond to the need in the community.  We are incredibly grateful for their support.”

Catholic Charities – Jerilyn Robinson
“United Way support allows us to provide high quality mental health care to those in need.  We have the lowest sliding fee scale in the area and strive to make mental health care accessible to everyone.”
Girl Scouts of Wisconsin, Badgerland – Jessica Graser
“Funds from United Way help us first and foremost serve our girls who need the Girl Scout Leadership Experience most through Financial Assistance. These funds support girls’ access to Girl Scouting including programmatic offerings like summer camp. This support helps us give all girls who want to join Girl Scouts, the opportunity to!” 

Jefferson County Literacy Council

“United Way support is critical to the operation of the Jefferson County Literacy Council. Our agency is minimally staffed for the significant amount of work required to deliver services. JCLC staff are able to spend more time serving clients, instead of raising funds, thanks to support from United Way.”

Jefferson County Incredible Years Program – Erica Lowrey
“By having grant support from United Way, it ensures that we are going to be able to continue to provide these programs to the community free of charge especially at a time when parents and children are needing more support than ever before.  We are able to adhere to CDC guidelines and keep our consumers and staff safe while still providing free and quality education to the community.”

People Against a Violent Environment (PAVE) – Ashley Welak

“United Way grant support means having the resources to reach a larger community and provide services to everyone that needs them. With the help of United Way, we are able to continue to grow our community and the support that it provides.”
Lake Mills Area School District – Wendy Brockert
“Lake Mills Area School District is grateful for the relationship with United Way of Jefferson and Walworth Counties and their continued support of our students and families. Grant support has been used district-wide.  Our Family Connections funds have been used for student lunch accounts, student fees, student field trips, student course fees, AP Testing fees, etc.  The COVID-19 relief funds have been used for student technology support and will be used to provide protection for our students and staff (i.e. plexi-glass, masks, shields, etc).”
New Beginnings APFV – Suzi Schoenhoft

“Without the generosity of United Way, we would be unable to offer the spectrum of services without any charges to those we serve. There are no waiting lists at our agency because we have the liberty of operating two offices in two separate locations to serve those in need.”

Rainbow Hospice – Karen Carrig
“It [United Way grant support] is great validation of our work and our importance to the community. It is humbling that United Way chooses to recognize the importance of End of Life Care.” 

St. Vincent de Paul of Fort Atkinson – Bill Roberts

“The funds received from the United Way have become an important part in our ability to assist clients. 100 percent of those funds have gone directly into the Ministry’s coffers; none of those funds are utilized for overhead or salaries. The annual grant as well as the funds from the COVID relief fund meant the difference between needing to close the Ministry doors while the store was closed to being able to assist clients. We are expecting the need for assistance to increase dramatically as CARES funds are consumed by clients and as payment moratoriums run out. As COVID-19 cases seem to be on the increase, further business shutdowns will put more individuals at risk. Thank you. United Way, for your assistance!” 

Studio 84 – Deborah Blackwell

“United Way support is very important to keep us moving forward with funding that we know we can count on. Because individual donations fluctuate so much, it’s important to have organizational support that will help maintain a certain level of programing no matter what each year.”

Working for Whitewater’s Wellness (W3) – Traci Wilson

“Grant support for any garden- or nature-based education is vital because there are numerous positive health outcomes associated with the practice of gardening. It is also teaching the community a self-sufficiency skill that can expand the benefit beyond the immediate fiscal impact. With declining budgets in all levels of public schools exasperated by the COVID-19 pandemic, this support is often a lifeline to ensure the quality of garden programming is maintained at a level that can continue benefiting the community.”
